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THEATRE ROYAL JOINS IN INTERNATIONAL 
CELEBRATION OF HOWARD BARKER  

 
Theatre Royal Newcastle is to stage the UK’s part in a simultaneous global 
performance of the work of British playwright Howard Barker.   
 

On the 21st October ’09, over 200 actors in four continents and eighteen countries are 

joining together to perform a number of Barker’s works to celebrate the 21st birthday of 

his theatre company, the Wrestling School. As the earth turns, plays and poetry readings 

will cascade across it. The festival, termed ‘21/21’ will begin in the summer of Perth, 

Western Australia and end in the winter of Burnaby, Western Canada.   

 

In Newcastle, one of Barker's most acclaimed plays ‘The Castle’ will be read on stage by 

actors from the current Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC) Ensemble.  This will be 

followed by a post-show discussion of Barker’s impact on contemporary theatre-making, 

lead by Jeanie O’Hare, RSC Company Dramaturg, 21/21 producer Sarah Goldingay and 

theatre critic Mark Brown. 

 

The Castle was originally produced by the RSC in 1985 with a cast including Ian 

McDiarmid, Harriet Walter and Penny Downie. It is a scathing satire of sexuality and war 

set in the time of the crusades, and offers astonishing intellectual breadth, verbal 

dexterity, wit and passion.   

 

The 21/ 21 festival is diverse - it will rejoice in all Barkers’ playwriting, directing, poetry 

and painting, and be spoken in seven languages. The project is the brainchild of 

executive producer, Sarah Goldingay. She explains:  “Howard has been writing plays 

since the 1970s. I first came across his work when I was a student: I was mesmerised by 

his dark and erotic stories and poetic language. The 21st anniversary of the Wrestling 

School Theatre Company gives us a great reason to revisit his rich body of work, old and 



new. His plays seem even more relevant now in a world that is trying to understand the 

wars it is fighting and economic turmoil it is in. Everyone involved in the project is giving 

their time for free, and because of their generosity something that’s been run from my 

computer in the wilds of Devon is going to be shared by audiences across the globe. 

We’re delighted to be having a birthday party with so many wonderful people.”   

 

A stage reading of The Castle will take place at the Theatre Royal Newcastle on 

Thursday 21st October 2009 at 7.30pm.  To book tickets call Newcastle Theatre Royal 

Box Office on 08448 11 21 21 

-ENDS- 

 

For additional information / images / interview requests / press tickets etc, please contact 

Marianne Quayle, Press & Communications Officer for the Theatre Royal on 0191 244 

2518 or email marianne.quayle@theatreroyal.co.uk 

 
Or Nada Zakula at the RSC on 01789 412622 or 07831 766086 or 

nada.zakula@rsc.org.uk 

 

Notes to editors: 

 

The RSC 

The Royal Shakespeare Company based in Stratford upon Avon, the company’s 

repertoire includes both Shakespeare and new work, supported by a broad range of 

education work and events.  They perform at the Courtyard Theatre in Stratford, in 

London, Newcastle and on tour in the UK and beyond.  

 

The RSC is an ensemble company. Everyone in the company, from directors, actors 

and writers to production, administrative, technical and workshop staff all collaborate in 

the RSC's distinctive approach to theatre. 

 
Roxanna Silbert 
Roxanna Silbert is Associate Director at the RSC and the Artistic Director of Paines 

Plough.  She was previously Literary Director at the Traverse Theatre (2001-2004) and 

Associate Director, Royal Court (1998-2000).  Recent productions include Orphans by 

Dennis Kelly (Traverse/Birmingham Rep/Soho), Roaring Trade by Steve Thompson 

(Soho) and Dallas Sweetman by Sebastian Barry (Canterbury Cathedral). 
 
 


